Points to Consider in Determining 

the Least Restrictive Environment

1) Team determines the essential grade level standards in terms of what ALL students need to know and be able to do, appropriate to the student’s age. 
2) A comprehensive team comprised of those directly involved with the student, knowledgeable of the age-appropriate grade level curriculum, and with specific expertise regarding the student’s strengths and needs, analyzes the match or gaps between the student’s current level of performance and the task/setting demands of the general education classroom.
3) Based on the analysis the team selects the appropriate instructional accommodations that will assist the student in making progress in the general education curriculum.
4) If student needs cannot be addressed solely through accommodations, the team selects appropriate curriculum modifications that are based on student needs and will allow the student to make progress in the general education curriculum.
5) The team writes the Individualized Education Program (IEP) goals and objectives/ benchmarks aligned with the general education curriculum in consideration of the student’s present level of performance.
6) The team determines the levels and types of supports and services needed to assist the student in general education curriculum.
7) General education placement is the first choice option considered as part of the IEP development.
8) The IEP is implemented as designed.
9) Changes in an IEP are based on continuous monitoring of student progress and the examination of the degree of implementation integrity.
