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CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Common Core of Teaching (CCT) Rubric for Effective Teaching

Pre-Observation Plan for Classroom Teachers
Teacher ________________________ Grade Level______ Date of lesson ______________________

Directions: This plan should be completed by the teacher and provided to the evaluator at least 24 hours prior to the Pre-Observation Conference and the formal observation.  The CSDE does not recommend use of this form for everyday planning purposes.
Content Standards: Identify one or two primary content standards, including CCSS, which this lesson is designed to help students attain. 


Literacy through the Content Area:  If you will be using any strategies for teaching literacy in the content area, describe your plan.
Placement of Lesson within Broader Curriculum/Context:  Where does this lesson fall within the sequence of the larger content standards or curriculum?  Is it at the beginning, middle or end of a sequence of lessons/or unit leading to attainment of the content standards?  How will the outcomes of this lesson and student learning impact subsequent instruction?
Learner Background: Describe the students’ prior knowledge or skill, and/or their present level related to the learning objective(s) and the content of this lesson (using data from pre-assessment as appropriate).  
Objective(s) for Lesson: Identify specific and measurable learning objectives/purpose for this lesson. 
Assessment: How will you ask students to demonstrate mastery of the learning objective(s)? Attach a copy of any assessment materials you will use, along with assessment criteria.   What data or evidence of student learning will be collected through the assessment?

Materials/Resources: List the materials you will use in each learning activity including any technological resources. 

Lesson Development/Instructional Strategies 

· Identify the instructional grouping/s (whole class, small groups, pairs, individuals) you will use in each lesson segment and approximate time frames for each.  
· Describe what instructional strategies you will use and the learning activities in which students will be engaged in order to gain the key knowledge and skills identified in the learning objective(s).  This may also include a description of how you will initiate (set expectations for learning and purpose) and close (understanding the purpose) the lesson.
Students Needing Differentiated Instruction: 

Note: Differentiated instruction may not be necessary in every lesson. However, over the course of the year, it is expected that each teacher will demonstrate the ability to differentiate instruction in order to meet the needs of students with learning differences. 
Identify several students with learning differences. Students should represent a range of ability and/or achievement levels, including students with IEPs, gifted and talented students, struggling learners and English language learners.
	Which students do you anticipate may struggle with the content/learning objectives of this lesson?

	Student initials or group
	Evidence that the student needs differentiated instruction
	How will you differentiate instruction in this lesson to support student learning?

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Which students will need opportunities for enrichment/a higher level of challenge? 

	Student initials or group
	Evidence that the student needs differentiated instruction
	How will you differentiate instruction in this lesson to support student learning?

	
	
	

	
	
	


Pre-Observation Conference Protocol

Teacher__________________________
 School _____________________ Date________________

Directions: These questions can be used by the evaluator and should be asked of the teacher before the observation and based on the submitted plan (see Pre-Observation Plan for Classroom Teachers).  
1. Will you still be implementing the plan you submitted or has it changed?  

2. Do you have any additional data, artifacts or information about the lesson or the students’ learning or behavior you wish to share?

3. On what assessment data/evidence did you base your determination of prior or present level of student knowledge and skills for the class versus those needing differentiation?

4. Do you anticipate any student misconceptions, misunderstandings or challenges?

5. How do you know that the strategies/tasks/questions are appropriately challenging for students?  How will students be engaged in problem-solving or critical thinking?
6. How did you decide upon the lesson-based assessment strategies you will use?

Post-Observation Reflection
Teacher__________________________
 School _____________________ Date________________

Directions: This reflection may be completed by the teacher and provided to the evaluator prior to or recorded with the evaluator during the Post-Observation Conference.

1. As you think about your lesson and how it progressed, which of your instructional strategies were most effective in helping students learn?  What evidence supports your conclusions?

2. If you made changes or adjustments during your lesson, what were they, and what led you to make them?

3. To what extent did students achieve the learning outcomes you intended?  What evidence from student work or assessment do you have that provides you with sufficient information about student learning/progress towards the learning outcome? (Bring student work or assessments from the lesson to the Post-Observation Conference.) 
4. During our Pre-Observation Conference we discussed students requiring differentiated instruction. Briefly describe what you observed about the performance of the students for whom the instruction was differentiated.
5. What have you learned from this lesson or others that will affect your planning for future lessons, either in terms of your own instructional skills or in addressing students’ instructional needs? If you were to teach this lesson again, would you do anything differently? If yes, why?
6. As you reflect on your overall instruction and ability to support student learning, what have you identified as areas for your own professional growth?
