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The above captioned ma,tter was scheduled for hearing on 
May 29, 1981 at which time the parties appeared a.nd pres.ented evidence 
and argument on the complaint. · 

After consideration of the entire. record the following facts 
are found: 

1. The respondents a,re a, public a,gency within the meaning 
of §l-18a(a,[, G.S. 

2. By letter filed with the. Commission on Februa,ry 18, 1981 
the compla,inant alleged tha,t the respondent mayor had violated §1-21, 
G.S. by failing to give hi'm notice of a,n emergency meeting which was 
held February 3, 1981. 

3. On February 2, 1981 the town council voted to close a 
landfill. 

4. On the sa,me. day i.n a,ccordance. with. the. council rules, 
the respondent mayor called a.n emergency meeting for February 3, 1981 
to reconsider the vote on th.e landfill. 

5. Tile mayor notified all members of the town counci.l by 
phone except the compla,inant, including others who had voted in the 
same manner as the complainant. 

6. The re.spondent ma,yor h.a,d tried a,nd fa,iled to reach the 
complainant by telephone severa.1 time.s to inform him of the emergency 
meeting. 

7. Section 1-21, G.S. reql;lires delivery of the notice of 
special meetings, :J:ncluding emergency me.etings, "to the usual place 
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of abode of each member of the public agency so tha.t the. same is 
received prior to such special meeting." 

8. It is found that the. respondent mayor violated §1-21, G. S. 
when he failed to cause written notice to be. delivered to the complain­
ant's abode. 

9. The town council has. since a.mended i.ts rules to require 
written notice to be del:i::vered. 

The following order by the Commissi.on is hereby recommended 
on the basis of the record concerning the. above captioned complaint: 

1. The. re.spondent mayor shall henceforth comply with tbe 
notice requirements for special a.nd emergency me.etings which are 
set forth at §1-21, G.S. 

Commi.ssi.oner Judi tb A. Lahey 
as Hear:i::ng Officer 

Approved by order of the Freedom of Information Commission 
at its regular meeting of October 14, 1981. 


