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Qrdinance No. 82-4

ARTICLE TII. NOJISE CONTROL

pefinitions.

The following definitions shall apply in the.
interpretation and enforcement of this Ordinance.

AMBIENT NOISE OR BACKGROUND NOQISE: Shall mean noise
of a measurable intensity which exists at a point as

a result of a combination of many distant sources
individually indistinguishable. 1In skatistical terms,
it is the level which is exceeded 90% of the time (L90)
in which the measurement is taken.

CHIEPF OI' POLICE: . Shall mean the Chief of DPolice of
the Town of Windsor or a duly authorized officer subject

to his orders.

COMMERCTIAL ZONE: Shall mean all Busincss Zones (B-1,

B-2, B-3) and Professional Zone as defined in the Zoning
Ragulations of the Town of Windsor and all uses associated
therewith either permitted as a right or as a special use,

CONSTRUCTION: Shall mean any site preparation, assembly,
erection, substantial repair, alteration, or similar action,
but excluding demolition, for or of public or private
rights-of-way, structures, utilities, or similar property.

CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT: Shall mean any equipment or
device operated by fuel or electric power used in con- _ .
struction or demolition work.

_ R

DAY: Shall mean the hours between 7:00 A.M. and 10:00 P.M.,
rMonday through Saturday, and the hours 9:00 A.M. through

10:00 P,M. on Sundays.

DECIBEL: Shall mean a logarithmic unit of measure used
in measuring magnitudes of sound. The symbol is dB.

PEMOLITION: 5hall mean any dismantling, intentional
destruction or removal of structures, utilities, public
or private right-of-way surfaces or similar property.

DOMESTIC POWER EQUIPMENT: Shall mean, but not limited to,
power saws, drills, grinders, lawn and garden tools an@
other domestic power equipment intended for use in resi-

dential areas by a homeowner.
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EMERGENCY: Shall mean any occurence or set of circumstances
involving actual or imminent physical trauma or property
damage which demands immediate action.

EMERGENCY VEHICLE: Shall mean any motor vehicle authorized

by the Town of Windsor to have sound warning devices such

as sirens and bells which can lawfully be used when re-
sponding to an emergency.

EMERGENCY WORK: Shall mean work made necessary to restore
property to a safe condition following an emergency, or
work required to protect persons or property from exposure
to imminent danger.

IMPULSE NOQISE: Shall.mean sound of short duration, usually
less than one second, with an abrupt onset and rapid decay.

INDUSTRIAL ZONE: Shall mean all Industrial (I-1 and I-2),
Wholesale and Storage, and Restricted Commercial Zones as
defined in the Zoning Regulations of the Town of Windsor

and all uses associated therewith either permitted as a

right or as a special use.

MOTOR VENICLE: Shall be defined as per Section 14-) (26)
of the Connecticut General Statutes. '

MUFFLER: Shall mean a device for abating sounds such as
escaping gases.

NIGHT: Shall mean the hours between 10:00 P.M. and 7:00 A.M.,
Sunday evening through Saturday morning, except that night
shall mean the hours between 10:00 P.M. Saturday and

9:00 A.M. Sunday. .

NOISE: Shall mean any sound, the intensity of which, ex-
ceeds the standards set forth in Section 9-31.2 of this

Ordinance.

NOISE LEVEL: Shall mean the sound pressure level as measured
with a sound level meter using the A-welighting network. The
level so read is designated dB(A) or dBA.

PERSON: Shall wean any individual, firm, partnership,

associdation, syndicate,lcompany, trust, corporation,
municipality, agency, or political or administrative subdi-
vision of the State or other legal entity of any kind.

PREMISE: Shall mean any building, structure, land, or por-
tion thereof, including all appurtenances, and shall include
yards, lots, courts, inner yards, and real properties with-
out buildings or improvements, owned or controlled by a
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person. The emitter's premise includes contiguous pub-
lically dedicated street and highway rights-of-way, all
road rights-of-way and waters of the State,

PROPERTY LINKE: Shall mean that real or imaginery line
along the ground surface and its vertical extension

which a) separates real property owned or controlled by
any person from contiguous real property owned or con-
trolled by another person, and b) separates real property
from the public right-of-way.

PUBLIC RIGHT-OF-WAY: Shall mean any street, averiue,
boulevard, highway, sidewalk, alley, park, waterway, rail-

road or similar place which is owned or controlled by a

governmental -entity.

RECREATIONAL VEHICLE: Shall mean any internal combustion
engine powered vehicle which is being used for recreational

purposes.

RESIDENTIAL Z0ONE: Shall mean all Residential (AA, A, R-13,
R-11, R-10, and R-8), NZ (Public and Quagi-Public), PUD
(Planned Urban Development), and Agricultural Zones as
defined in the Zoning Requlations of the Town of Windsor
and all uses associated therewith either permitted as a
right or as a special use. .

SOUND: Shall mean a transmission of energy through solid,

“ligquid, or gaseous media in the form of vibrations which

constitute alterations in pressure or position of the
particles in the medium and which, in air evoke physiological
sensations, including, but not limited to, an auditory re-

sponse when inpinging on the ear.

SOUND LEVEL METER: Shall mean an instrument used to take
sound level measurements and which should conform, as a .
minimum, to the operational specifications of the American
National Standards Institute for Sound Level Meters

51.4--1971 (Type S2A). o

SOUND PRESSURE LEVEL: Shall mean twenty (20) times the
logarithm to the base tem (10) of the ratio of the pressure
of -a sound to the referencé pressure of twenty micronewtons
per square meter (20 x 100 Newtons/meterz), and is expressed

in decibels (aB).

Noise Level Measurement Procedures. For the purpose of de-
termining nolse levels as set forth in this Ordinance, the

following guidelines shall be applicable.

All'personnel conducting sound measurements shall be trained
in the current techniques and principles of sound measuring
equipment and instrumentation.

Instruments. used to determine sound level measurements shall
conform to the sound level meters as defined by this’
Ordinance.




.3 The general steps listed below shall bhe followed when pre—
paring to take sound level measurements.

(a} The instrument manufacturer's specific instructions for
the preparation and use of the instrument shall be
followed,

(k) The sound level meter shall be calibrated before and
after ecach set of measurements.

{c) When measurements are taken out of doors, a wind screen
shall be placed over the microphone of the sound level
meter as per the manufacturer's instructions.

(@) The sound level meter shall ‘be placed alt an angle to
the sound source as specified by the manufacturer's
. instructions and at least four (4) feecl above the
ground. It shall be so placed as not to be interferred
with by individuals conducting the measurements.

(@) "~ Measurements shall be faken at a. point that is located
about one foot beyond the boundary of the emititer's
premise within the receplor's premise. The comibtter's
premise includes his/her individual unit of land or
group of contiguous parcels under he same ownership
as indicated by public land records.

.4 The recommended practices for determining statistical noise
levels shall be those as outlined in the document entitled
- Connecticut Moise Survey Data Form {101.

Sec. 9-32. Nolse Levels.

.1 It shall be unlawful for any person Lo emit or cause to be
emitted any noise heyond the boundaries of his/her premise
in excess of the noise levels. established in Lhese regula-

‘tions.
.2 NOISE LEVEL STANDARDS

(a) No person in a Residential Zone shall emit noise beyond
the boundaries of his/her premise exceeding the levels
stated hérein and applicable to adjacent Reqldentlal

- Commercial or Industrial Zohes:

Emitter's Zone Industrial Commercial Residential/Day Residential /Night

Residential 62 dBA 55 dBA 55 4ABA ) 45 (dBA
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(b) No person in a Commercial Zone shall emit noise beyond
the boundary of his/her premise exceeding the levels
stated herein and applicable Lo adjacent Residential,
Commercial or Industrial Zones:

Receptor's Zone

Emitter's Zone Industrial Commercial Resideniinl/Day Residential /Night

Commercial , 62 dBA 62 dBA 55 apa 45 dBA

(c) No person in an Industrial Zone shall emit noise beyond
the boundary of his/her premisc exceeding the levels
stated herein and applicable to adjacent Residential,
Commercial or Industrial Zones:

. Receptor's Zone

Emitter's Zone Industrial Commercial .Resiqengii]/Déy Regidential /Night

Industrial ) 70 dBA 66 dBA 61 dBA 51 dBA

.3 HIGH BACKGROUND NOISE LEVELS AND TMPULSE NOISR

(a) In those individual cases where (e background noise
levels caused by sources not subject to’ Lhese Requla-
tions cxceed the standards contiainnd herein, a source
shall be considered to cause excrssive noise if the
noise emitted by such source exaends Lhe hackground
noise levels by 5 dBA, provided ihat no source subject
to the provisions of this ordinance shall emit noise in
cxcess of 80 dBA at any time, and provided that this
Section does not decrease the permissible levels of

other Sections of this Ordinance. -

(b) No person shall cause or .allow the emission of impulse
noise in excess of 80 dB peak sound pressure level dur-
ing the nighttime to any Residential Noise Zone.

(c). No person shall cause or allow the emission of impulse
noise in excess of 100 d@B peak sound pressure level at’

any time to any zone.
.4 EXCLUSTONS

These levels shall not apply to noiée'emitted by or related
to:

(a) Natural phenomena.

(b) Any bell or chime from any building clock, school, or
church ' ‘ ,




(c) Any siren, whistle, or bell la; fully used by cmergency

vehlc]es or any other alarm systems used in an emer-—
goney situation provided, however, that burglar alarms
not terminating within thlrty (30) minutes after being
activated shall be unlawful.

(d) Warning devices required by 0SHA or other State or

Federal safety requlations,

(e) TFarming equipment or farming activity.

EXEMPTIONS.

The following shall be exempt from these regqgulations qubject
to special conditions as spelled out:

(a) Noise generated by any constructbion equipment which is

operated between the hours of 7:00 A.M. and 9:00 P.M.
provided that the operation of construction eanpmenL
between the hours of . 9:00 P.M. and 7:00 A.M. shall not
exceed the maximum noise levels as specified in Section

9-31.2.

{(b) Noise created as a result of, or relating to an emergency.

(¢} Noise from domestic power equipuent such as, bhut not

limited to, power saws, sanders, arinders, lawn and
gavden tools or similar devices opcralbed hetween the
hours of 7:00 A.M. and 9:00 P.M. Monday through Saturday,
and beltween the hours of 9:00 A.M. and 9:00 P.M. on

Sundays

(d) Noise from snow removal equipment.,

(e) Noise from demolition work conducted between the hours

of 7:00 A.M. and 9:00 P.M., provided that when con-
sidered emergency work, demolition shall e exempted at
all times from the noise levels set in this regqulation.

(f} Noise created by any aircraft flight operations which

are specifically preempted by the Federal Av1at10n Ad-
mlnlstratlon.

(g) Noise created by any recreational activities which are

permitted by law and for which a license or permit has
been granted by the Town, including but not limited to
parades, sporting events, concerts and firework displays.

{(h) Noise created by blasting other than that conducted in

connection with construction activities shall bhe
- exempted provided that the blasting is conducted between
8:00 A.M. and 5:00 P.M. local time at specified hours
previously announced to the local public, or provided that
a permit for such blasting has been obtained from local

authorities.
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(i) Noise created by aircraft, or . ircraft propulsion
components designed for or utilized in the develop-
ment of aircraft, under test conditions.

(i) Noise created by products undergoing tests, where one
of the primary purposes of the test is evaluation of
product noise characteristics and where practical noise
control measures have been taken,

(k) Noise generated by transmission facilities, distrib-
ution facilities and substations of public utilities
providing electrical powers, telephone, cable tele-
vision or other similar services and located on
property which is not owned by the public utility and
which may or may not be within utility easements.

Prohibited Noise Activities.

The following activities are prohibited:

VEHICLE HORNS: No person shall at any time sound any horn
or other audible signal device of a motor vehicle unless
it is necessary as a warning to prevent or avoid a traffic

accident.

TRUCK IDLING: No person shall operate an engine of any
standing motor vehicle with a weight in excess of 10,000
pounds Manufacturer's Gross Vehicle Welight (GVW) for a
period in excess of ten (10} minutes when such vehicle

is parked on a residential premise or on a Town road next
to a residential premise,

EXHAUST DISCHARGE: No person shall discharge into the
ambient air the blow-down of any steam vent of the exhaust
of any stationary internal combustion engine or air com-
pressor equipment, unless such discharge be through a
muffler as defined by Sec., 9-30.16 of this Ordinance or
through an apparatus providing equal noise reduction.

Motor Vehicle Noise.

All motor vehicles operated within the limits of the Town
of Windsor shall be subject to Lhe noise standards and
degibel levels as found in 7itle 14, Section l14-80a-1
through 14-80a-18 of the Connecticut State Statutes. .

No sound amplifying devices on or within motoxr vehicles
shall emit noise in excess of the noise levels as
specified in Section 9-32.2,

Recreational Vehicle Noise.

No person shall create or cause to be created any unreason-
ably loud or disturbing noise due to the operation of'a
recreational vehicle. A noise shall be deemed to be
unreasonably loud and a violation of this Ordinance under
the following circumstances:




Sec. 9-36.

.l

(a) When the noise so generated exceeds the noise level

standards as set forth in Sec, .9-32, and

(b) Recreational vehicles shall also be in violation of

this Ordinance if operated within a premise within
100 feet of the property line,

Inspections.

For' the purpose of determining compliance with the
provisions of this Ordinance, the Chief of rolice or his
designated representative is hereby authorized to make
inspections of all noise sources and to take measurements
and make tests whenever necessary to determine the quantity
and character of noise. In the event lhat any person

-refuses or restricts entry and free access to any part of

a premise, or refuses inspection, testing or noise measure-
ment of any activity, device, facility, or process where
inspection is sought, the Chief of Prolice or his designated
representative may seek from the appropriate court-a
warrant without interference, restriction or ohstruction,
at a reasonable time, for the purpose ¢f inspecting,
testing or measuring noise.

Tt shall be unlawful for any person to refuse to allow

~or permii the Chief of Police or his designated represen-

tative free access to any premise when the Chief of Police
or his designated representative is acting in compliance
with a warrant for inspection and order issued by the
appropriate court.

It shall be unlawful for any person to violate the
provisions of any warrant or court order requiring
inspection, testing or measurement of noise cources,

No person shall hinder, obstruct, delay, resist, prevent -
in any way, interfere or attompt to interfere with any
authorized person while in tlhie performance of his/her
duties under this oOrdinance.

Penalties,

Any person in violation of any of the provisions of this
Ordinance shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and
upon- conviction thereof shall be fined in an amount not
to exceed twonby-five ($25) dollars. FREach day =such
violation continucs after the time for correction of bhe

-violation hag been given in an order, shall constitute a

continuing violation and the amount of the Tine shall hce
£ifty ($50) dollars for each day said violation continues.
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Variance.

Any person living or doing business in Windsor may apply

to the Chief of Police for a variance from one or more

of the provisions of the Ordinance, which are more

stringeni: than the Connecticut Department of. Environmental
Protection regulations for the control of noise, providing
that the applicant supplies all of the following information
to the Chief of Police at least twenty (20) days prior to
the start of said act1v1ty

(a) The location and nature of activity,

(b) The time period and hours of operation of said
activity.

{(e) = The nature and intensity of th~ noise that will
be generated, and,

(d) Any other information required by the Chief of Police.

No variance from these regulations shall be issued unless
it has been demonstrated that:

(a) The proposed activity will not violale any provisions
of the Connecticut Department of Environmental
Proktection regulations.

{b) The noise levels deneralted by'Lho proposed activity
-will not constitute a danqer to the public health,
and,

(c) Compliance with the regulations consltitutes an
unreasonable hardship on the applicant.

The application for variance shall be reviewed and either
approved or rejected at least five (5) days prior to the
proposed start of said activity. The approval or rejection
shall be in writing and shall state the condition of approval,
if any, or the reasons for rejection.

Failure to rule on thé applicaltion in the designated time
shall constitute approval of the variance.

(onL1acLs.

Any written agreement, purchase order or contract whereby
the Town of Windsor is committed to an expenditure of funds
in return for work, labor, services, supplies, equipment,
materials or any combination thereof, shall not be entered
into unless such agreement, purchase order or instrument
contains provisions that any equipment or activities which




" Sec., 9-40.

are subjcclt to the provisions of this Ovdipance will
be operated, constructed, conducted or manufactured
without violating the provisions of this Ordinance.

All provisions of the Yown Code in rsonflict herewith

are repealed and that if for any reacon, any word, c¢lause,
paragraph, or section of this Ordinarce shall be held to
make the same unconstitutional, this Midinance shall not
hereby be invalidated and the remainder of this Ordinance
shall continue in efifect. pny provision herein which is
in conflict with the Connccticut Ceoncial Statutes or the
Public Jlealth Code of theé Stalte of Connecticut are hereby
repealed, it being understcod that s+° 1 Statutes and Code
shall take precedent over this Ordinanens,

Repealer Provisjons.

The provisions of this Ordincnee shall e incloded and
incorporated in the Code of Crdinonces »f the Town of
Windsor, Conneciicut, as an addition or amendment thereto,
and shall ke appropriatoly renombarod bo conform to the
uniform numbering system ol the Codn.

Effective Date.

This Ordinanca shall hocewe affoclive | (10) doys after
publication in a newspaper having a cisculation in Windsor.

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

Town Attorney

ATTEST:

Towh Clerk

Public Hearing

-Adopted

Advertised

Effective

Distributed to Town Council m_"mAQU11§L12§2‘ .

_Publig Hoaring AdvertLised ' ;ﬁnjmne 11;3982

June_ 21, .1982

June 21, 1982




