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AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE REDUCTION AND CONTROL OF NOISE” :
BY ESTABLISHING MAXIMUM NOISE LEVELS UPON AND DRETWEEN
PREMISES, PROHIBITING CERTAIN NOISE ACTIVITIES, AND PROVIDING

FOR INSPECTION OFFENSES AND PENALTIES WEST
AVEN RWVE"D |
DEC 13 1984 °

Dept. of Environmental Protection .
FFICF OF THF COMRHSNONER
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF WEST HAVEN THAT:

Section 1. Short Title: "The City of West Haven Noise Control.

Section 2. Purpose: It  is recognized bLhat peopln have a right

to and should be assured an environment free from
excessive sound and vibration that - may. jeopardize
their health, safety, welfare or degrade the qualilty
"of life. This Ordinance is enacted to protect,
preserve, and promote the health, safety, welfare,
and quality of l1ife for the citizens of West Haven
through the reduct1on. control, -and prevention of
noise, : ’

Section 3. Def1n1t1ons The following definitions shall apply'in

3.01 CITY COUNCIL: Shall mean the City Council of Lhe
City of West Haven. ' '

.02 BOARD OF HEALTH: Shall mean the Board of Health of
' the City of West Haven. -

3.03 COMMERCIAL DISTRICT: Commercial Districts and bus-
iness districts as defined by the Zoning Resolution
of the City of West Haven. = '

3.04 CONSTRUCTION: Shall mean any site preparation, ass-
ambly, erection, substantial repair, alteration, or
similar action, but shall exclude demolition. :

3.05 CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT: Shall mean any equipment 6r
device used in construction or demolition work.

- 3.08 DAY-TIME HOURS: Shall include the period starting at
8 a.m. and ending at 8 p.m., Monday through Saturday,
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.and the period starting at 9 a.m. and onding at 0 -
‘p.m. on Sundays and Federal and State holidays.

Ta

3.07 DECIBEL: S5Shall mesn & logarithmic unit of  measure.
' used in measuring sound magnitude.

'3.08 DEMOLITION: Shall mean any dismantling, intentipnal-
) : destruction or removal of structures, wutilities,
public or private right-of-way surfaces or similar
property. ’

'3}09 DIRECTOR OF HEALTH: Shall - mean the Director of
- Health or Frinciple OCficer of Lthe Daparlment- of
Health of the City of West Haven.

>
L

3.10 DOMESTIC POWER EQUIPMENT: Shall. . mean; but not be’
limited to, power saws, drills, -grinders, lawn and
garden tools and cother domeslic power equipment in-

tended for use in residential areas.

3.11 -~ EMERGENCY: Shall mean any occurrence or sel of cir-

' _cumstances involving actual or immediate physical
‘trauma or property damage which demands immadiate
action.

3.12 - EMERGENCY WORK: - Shall! mean woark made necessary to

‘ : ‘restore property to n snfe condition following an
emergency, or work required Lo prolecl persons or
property from exposure to immediate danger.

3.13 IMPULSE NOISE: Shall mean sound of short duration,
' usually less than one second, with an abrupt onset
and rapid decay.

3.14° _ INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT: Shali mean all Manufacturing
o Districts as defined by the Zoning Resolution of the -
City of West Haven. '

3.1% - MOTOR VEHICLXE: Shnll bo delined ns por Seclion 14-1
(26) of the Connecticut General Stalutes.

'3.16 NIGHT-TIME HOURS: Shall mean any period of time not
e defined as DAY-TIME hours under this Ordinance. . '
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NO1SE! Shall ,mean any sound,. the intensity of which

‘exceeds the standards set forth in Section 5,6, or 7
- of this Ordinance.

NOISE LEVEL: Shall mean the sound pressure level

(SPL) in decibels as measured with a sound level
meter wusing the A-waighted network. The level so0O
read is designated dB(A) or dBA, : : '

PERSON: Shall mean any individual, firm, partner-

ship, association, syndicate, company, trust, corp-
oration, municipality, agency, - OF political or ad-

ministrative subdivision of the State or other legal

- entity of any kind.

PREMISES ! Shall mean any building, Jtructure, land
or portion thereof, including all appurtenances, and
shall include yards, lots, courts, inner yards, and

real properties without buildings or improvemants,
‘owned or controlled by a person. :

PROFPERTY LINE: Shall mean that real or imaginary
line along the ground surface and its wvertical ex-

tension which a) separates real property owned  or

controlled by any person from contiguous real pro-
perty owned or. conkrolled by another person, and b)

.separates real property from the public right-of-way.

PUBLIC RIGHT-OF-WAY: Shall moan any streol, avonun,
boulevard, highway, sidewalk, ally, park, waterway,
railroad, or similar place whiclh is owned or control-
led by a governmental entity.

RECREATIONAL VEHICLE: Shall mean any non-registered
internal combustion powered vehicle which "~ is being -
.ysed for recreational purposes. -

RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT: Shall mgan al)l city ovned pro-
perty used for recreational or educational purposes,

~and. -all Residential Districls and any Commercial

Districl , as definad in the Zoning Resolulion of The

City of Wesl Hawvan, whon used for Resldential
purposes. )

SOUND: Shall mean a Lrensmission of ehergy through

solid, ~liquid, or gaseous media in the form of wvib-
rations vwhich constitute alterations in pressure or
position pf_the particles in the madium and which, in
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air evoke physiological sensations, including, but
mot limited to, an auditory response when impinging

pn the ear.

3.26  BOUND.LEVEL METER: S5hall mean an instrument used to

make sound level measurements and which should con-
form, as a minimum, to the operational specifica-~
fions of Lthe American National Standards Institute
Tor Sound Level Meters S1.4--1971 (Type S2A),

RIEN

OUND PRESSURE LEVEL (SPL): Shall mean twenty (20)
imes the logarithm to the base ten (10) of -the ratio

: f the pressure of a sound to the reference pressurg .

f twenty migronewtons per sguare meter (20 x 10

" Newtons/Meter™), and is expressed in decibels (dB)

'Noise l.evel Measurement Procedures: For the purpose

of determining noise levels as set forth in this
Ordinance, the following guidelines shall be applic-
able. :

N

All personnel conducting sound measurements shall be
trained in the current techniques and pringiples of
sound measuring equipment and instrumentation,

‘Instruments used to determine sound level measure-
-ments shall conform to the definition of sound lovel

meters as defined by this Ordinance,

The general sﬁaps listed below shall be followed when
preparing to take sound level measurements. o

8) The instrument manufacturer’s specific instruc-.
Lions for the praeparation and use of 'th ins-
trument shall he followed.- : '

b) The sound level meter shall be c¢alibrated before
and uftar eunch sat of measyrements.

c) The sound level meter shall be placed at- an
angle bto the sound source as specifisd by the
manufacturer’s instructions and at least four
(4) feet above the ground. It shall be so placed -
as not to be interfered with by individuals
conducting the measurements, e
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d) Measurements shatl be taken at a point that ‘is

' located abL least one (1) ook heyond the bound-
ary of the emitter’s premises within the . re-
ceptor’s premises. The emiller’s promises in-
cludes his/her individual unit eof land or ground
and contiguous parcels. under the same owvnership
as indicated by public land records.

Section 5. Noise Levels

5.1 NOISE LEVEL STANDARDS:
a) No person in a Residential District shill emit

noise beyond the boundaries of his/her premises
exceeding the levels stated herein and applic-
able to adjacent Residential, - Commercial, -or
Manufacturing Districts: ' : ' '

Emitter’s T Monufuct- Commercial Residential . Residential
District uring ' S Day Night .
Residential 62 dBA 55 dBA 55 dBA - 45 dBA

b) No person in a Commercial District shall emit

noise heyond the houndaries of his/her premises
exceeding the levels stated herein and applic-
able to adjacerit Residential, Commercial, or
Manufacturing Districts: ' '

jEmitter's Manufact- Commercial Residential Resfdential
District + uring ' .+ Day T Night
Commercial : 62 dBA © 62 dBA 55 dBA 45 dBA
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No person  in an Manufacturing District shall

emit noise beyond tho lboundaries. of  his/hor
premises exceeding the levels stated herein -and
applicable to adjacent Residential, Commercial,

or Manufacturing Districts: '

uring Day Night

70 dBA GG dBA G1 dBA 'SI‘QBA‘

IMPULSE NOISE:

No. person shall cause or allow the emission of

a)
impulse noise in excess of 80 dB peak ~sound
pressure level during nighttime to any resident~
ial District. ' '
) No person shall couse or nllow the emission of
: impulse noise in excess of 100 dB péak sound
pressure level at anytime to any zone, '
EXCLUSIONS:

These levels shall not apply to noise emitted by or
related to : ) ‘

8)

b)-

c)

)

e)

Natural! phenomena.

Any bell or chime from any building clock,
school, or church. b

Any siren, whistle, or bell lawfully used by
emergency vehicles or any other alarm systems
used, -when necessary, in an emergency situation
except burglar alarms not Lerminating within
fifteen (15) minutes after being activated..

Warning devices required by OSHA or .other rstata“
or Federal safely regulgtions. : :

Farming equipment or farming. activity during

day-Lbtime hours.
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EXEMPT!ONS : bage.
The following shall bo exempt. frem these regulations,

a) ‘Noise generated by any construction 'equipmeﬁt
. whiich 15 operated during Day-Time Hours.

‘b2 Noise created as a result of, or relating td an

emergency.

c) Noise from domestic equipment such as, but not

limited Lo, power saws, sanders, grinders, lawn
and garden tools, snow blowers, or similar

devices operated during Day-Time Hours.

d) Noise from snow removal equipment.
a) Noise from demolition work conducted dur1ng Day-”‘
Time Hours.

) Noise created by any aircraft flight opefations'
vwhich are specifically preempted by Lhe ~Federal
Aviation Administration, :

g) Noise <c¢reated by any recreational activities
which are puermilted by law and for which a
license or permit has been granted by the City,
including, but not limited to, parades, sporting
events, concerts, and firework displays. C

h) Noise created by blasting shall be exempted
provided that the blasting is conducted during
Day-Time Hours, or al specified hours previously
announced Lo the local public, and provided that
a permit for such blasting has been obtained
from local authorities. '

i} Noise created by refuse and solid waste collec-
tion, provided that the act1v1ty is conducted -
during Day-Time Hours.

Motor Vehicle Noisa:

VEHICLE NOISE: All mobtor vehicles oparﬂted withiJ
the limits of the Cily of West Haven shall’ be*#“hjed

to the noise standards and decibel levels set,mﬂnrt
in the regulations authorized in Sections 14+ 80&“13
through 14-80a-10a inclusive of the Regulatxons of
Connectlcut State Agen01as. ’ -
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AMPLIFIERS: No sound ampley1ng devices on or within

motor wvehicles: shall emit noise in excess of the

noise levels as specified in section 5.2

TRUCK IDLING: No person shall opefatg an engine of
any standing motor vehicle for a period in excess of

ten (10) minutes when such vehicle is parked on a

residential premisis or on a city ereeh‘ within or
abutling a Residentaial DlJtrlct

VIEHICLE HORNS: No person shall at any time sound any
horn or other audible signal device of a motor veh-

icle unless it is necessary as a warnlng to avoid or

prevent an accident,

L 4

ENFORCEMENT: This section dealing with motor vehicle
noise shall be enforced by the Chief of Pollce and/or
his designated subordinates.

No person shall be allowed to creste or cause to he
created -any unreasonably loud or disturbing noise due
to the operation of a non-registered recreational
vehicle, A noise shall be deemed to be unreasonably
loud and a violation of this Ordinance when the noise
so generated exceeds the noise level standards set
forth in section 5.2.

£

For the purpose of determining compiiance with the-

provisions of this Ordinance, the Director of Health
or his/her designated representative are . hereby
authorized to make inspections of all noise ‘saurces

and to ‘take measurements and make tests whenever

necessary Lo determine the quantity and character of
noise, In the evenbt that any person refuses of res-
triets entry oand free access Lo any part of a pre=
mises or refuses inspection, tesbting or noise mea-
surement of any aclivity, device, facility, or pro-
cess where inspection is soughtl, the Dirsctor of
Health and/or designated representative may seek from
Lhe appropriate courl a warrant without interfoererce,
restriction or obstruction, at a reasonable time, for
the purpose of inspecting, testing, or "measuring
noise. - '
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9.1

Section 10

10.

1t shall be unlawful for any person to refuse to
allow or permit Lhe Director of Health or his design-
ated represontative free access Lo any premises when
the Direclor of Health or his designated represent-
ative is acting in compliance with a warrant for
inspaction and order issued by the appropriate court.

provisions of any warrant or court order requiring
inspection, tgsting or mesasurement of noise sources.

No person shall hinder, obstruct, delay, resist,

prevent in any way, interfere or attempt to interfere

It shall be unlawful for any person to violate the

with any authorized person while in the pérformance.

of his/her duties under this Ordinance.

NOTICE: The Director of Health shall give notice to
any person or entity in violation of this ordinance

‘by personal service or certified mail. No order shall

be effective until ‘twenty-four (24) hours after
service of said -notice. In the event the Director of
Health is unable to locate the offending party, he
may give notice by publication in any newspaper with
circulation in a Lown of the .offending - parties last
Known whereabouls. : '

provisions of this Ordinance shall be fined in an

PENALTIES: Any person in violation of any of the-

amount not to exceed Lwenty-five (%$25) dollars for - .

the first day. If such violation continues after the
time for correction of the violation has been given
inn an order, it shall constitute a continuing
violation and the amount of the fine shall be doubled
for each day said violation continues, said fine. not
Lo exoeued one hundead (FIO0) dollers per day. -

Variance and Contracts

Variances:

a) Any person living or doing business in West’ Haven
may apply to the Director of Health for a Variance
from one or more of the provisions of this Ordinance,
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;- which are more stringent than the Connecticut Déparﬁ;

ﬁent of Environmental Protection Regulations for . the
control of noise. The applicant must supply all of.
?he following information to the Direéctor of Health

;oW
$ . 1) Location and nature of Lhe act1v1ty em1tting
noise,

2) The time period and hours of operation of
said activity - :

.3) The nature and intensity of the noise that
will be generated, and, .

4) Any other information required by the
Director of Health. -

L]

b} No variance from these regulations shall be issued
unless it has. been demonstrated that:

1) The proposed activity will not violate  any
provisions of the Connecticut Department of
Environmental Protection Regulatlons.

'2) The noise levels generated by the ' proposed
activity will not constitute a danger to the
public health, and

3) Compliance wilh the regulations constitutes
an unreasonable hardship on the applicant.

c) The application for variance shall be reviewed and
either approved or rejected within forty-five (45)
days of receipt by the Director of Hesalth. The:
approval or rejection shall be in writing and shall
state the condition{(s) of approval if any, or  the
roasons for rejection. - :

d) Feilure to rule on the application in the de-
signated time shall constitute approval of the variance.

Any person aggrieved by the decision of the Director
of Health with respect to any variance may appeal Lo
the Health Commission within a period ¢f ten (10)
days of the receipt of the Decision ¢f The Health
Director and thereafter may appeal to any court of
competent jurisdiction. : - '

10
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Section 11.

.3

.4

The Director of Health is herewith authorized to make
regulations from time Lo time, consistent with the
State Public Health Code and/or the regulations of
the State Department of Environmental Protection
regarding noise which shall, upon approval by the
City Council, become effactlve therewith.

Contracts: Any written agreement,- purchase order or
contract whereby the City of West Haven is committed
to an expenditure of funds in return for work, labor,
segvices, supplies, equipment, materials, or any
combination thereof, shall not be entered into unless
such .agreement, purchase order or instrument contains .
provisionsg that any équipment or activities which are
subject to the provisions of this Ordinance will be
operated, constructed, conducted or manufactured
without vicolating the provisions of this Ordinanco.

All provisions of the Zonihg Resolution of the City
of West Haven which are more stringent than those set
forth herein shall remain in force, iIf, for any rea-
son, any word, clause, paragraph, or section of this

- Ordinance shall be held to make the same unconstitu-

tional, this Ordinance shall not hereby be invali-
dated and the remainder of this Ordinance shall con-
tinue in effect. Any provision herein which is - in
conflict.with the Connecticut General Statutes or tho
Public Health Code of the State of Connecticub " are
hereby repealed, it being understood that said Sta-
tutes and Code shall take precidence over this Ord-
inance. '

ENACTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL: December 10, 1984

APPROVED BY THE MAYORSSZ Zn, e 2L oo e e DATE S

OPERATIVE AND IN EFFECT: Thirty (30) days from above date of Mayor's approval.
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