ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE REDUCTION OR ELIMINATION OF EXCESSIVE NOISE

AND THE ADMINISTRATTON THEREOF

NOISE CONTROL ORDINANCE FOR THE TOWN OF VOLUNTOWN
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_ Short Title. The short title of this ordinance shall be

"The Town of Voluntown Noise Control Ordinance".

’EEEDOSe. It is recognized that people have a right to and
‘should be insured an environment free from excessive sound

and vibration that may Jeopardize their health, safety, or
welfare or degrade the quality of their lives. This ordi-
nance is enacted to protect, preserve, and promoté the
health, safety, welfare, and quality of life for the citi-
zens of Voluntown through the reduction, control and pre-
vention of noise.

Definitions.

Background noise shall mean noise of a measurable intensity
which exists at a point as a result of a combination of
many distant sources individually indistinguishable

Business Zone shall mean those areas so de81gnated by the-
Zoning Laws of the Town of Voluntown.

Chief of Pollce shall mean the Chief of Pollce of the Town
of Voluntown or a duly authorlzed officer subject to his
order.

Construction shall mean the assembly, erectlon, substantlal
repair, alteration, demolition, or site-preparation for or
of public or private rights-of-way, buildings or .other
structures, utilities, or property

Construction equipment shall mean any equlpment or deV1ce

operated by fuel or electric power used in consgtruction or
demolition work. :

Day- _time hours shall mean the hours between 7:00 am and
10:00 pm, Monday through Saturday, and the hours between
9:00 am and 10:00 pm on Sunday.

‘Decibel shall mean a unit of measurement of the sound level,

the symbol for which is db.

Demolition shall mean any dismantling, 1ntent10na1 destruc-
tion, or removal of structures, utilities, public or private
right-of-way surfaces or similar property. .

Domestic power equipment shall mean, but is not limited to,
power saws, drills, grinders, lawn and garden tools, and
other domestic power equipment intended for use in residen-
tial areas by a homeowner. :

Emergency vehicle shall mean any motor vehicle authorized
by any local authority to have sound warning devices such
as sirens and bells which can 1awfu11y be used when respon-
ding to an emergency.
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Emergency work shall mean work made neoessary to restore’
property to a safe condition following an emergency, .or
work required to protect persons or property from- expo-
sure to imminent changes.

Excessive Noise means any sound, the intensity of which
exceeds the standards set forth in Sections V & VI.

Impulse noise shall mean sound of short duration, usually
less than one second, with an abrupt onset and rapid decay.

Intrusion alarm shall mean a device with an audible signal
and which, when actlvated indicates an intrusion by an
unauthorlzed person. ‘ -

Industrial Zore shall mean those areas so designated by the
Zoning Regulations of the Town of Voluntown.

Motor vehicle shall mean a vehicle as defined in subdivi-
sions (25) and (26) of Section 1l-1, Connecticut General
Statutes, Revision of 1958, as amended.

Muffler shall mean a deV1oe for abatlng sound such as esoa-
ping gases.

Night-time hours shall mean the hours between 10:00 pm and
7:00 am, Sunday evening through Saturday mornlng, and

-between 10:00 pm and 9:00 am -Saturday evening through

Sunday morning.

Noise level shall mean the sound pressure 1eve1 as measured
with a sound level meter using the A- welghtlnﬂ network. The
level sound is designated dbA or dba.

Person shall mean any individual, firm, partnership, assoc-
iation, syndicate, company, trust, corporation, muncipality,
agency, or political or administrative subdivision of the
State or other legal entity of any kind.

Premisés shall mean any building, structure, land or portion
thereof, including all appurtenanoes, owned or controlled
by a person. A noise emitter's premises includes contiguous
publicly dedicated street and highway rights-of- way, all
road rights-of-way and waters of the State.

Property line shall mean that real or imaginary line along

- the ground surface and its vertical extension which

1) separates real property owned or controlled by any per-
son from contiguous real property owned and controlled by
another person, and 2) separates real property from the
public right-of-way. :

Public right-of-way shall mean any street, avenue, boule-
vard, highway, sidewalk, alley, park, _waterway, railroad or
51m11ar place which is owned or controlled by a government
entity.

- Recreational vehicle shall mean any internal combustion

engine-powered vehicle which is being used for recreatlonal

. purposes.
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Sectioﬁ V.

Residential Zone shall mean those areas sd designated under
the Zoning Regulations of the Town of Voluntown. -

Sound shall mean a transmission of energy through solid,
liquid, or gaseous media in the form of vibrations which
constitute alterations in pressure or position of the part-
icles in the medium and which, in -air, evoke physiological
sensations, including, but not limited to, an auditory
response when impinging on the ear.

Sound level meter shall mean an instrument used to measure
sound levels. A sound level meter shall conform, as a mini-

" mum, to the American National Standards Institutes opera-

tional Specifications for Sound Level Meters S1.4-1971
(Type S24). | . :
Sound pressure level shall mean twenty (20) times the loga-
rithm to the base ten (10) of the ratio of the pressure of
a sound to the referencgmpressure of twenty micronewtons
per square. meter (20x10 Aewton/meterz), or  .0002 dynes per
square centimeter, and is expressed in decibels (db).

Noige Level Measurement Procedures. For “the pﬁrpose of
determining noise levels as set forth in this Chapter, the
following guidelines shall be applicable:

A peréon conducting sound measuréments shall have been train-
ed in the techniques and principles of sound measuring
equipment and instrumentation.

Instruments used to determine sound level measurement shall
be sound level meters as defined by this Chapter.

The following steps should be taken when prepariﬁg to take

sound level measurements: : '
1. The instrument manufacturer's specific instructions

for the preparation and use of the instrument shall be
followed. o .
2. - Measurements to determine compliance with Sections V &

VI shall be taken at a point that is located approxi-
mately one foot within the noise receptor's premises,
beyond the property line of the noise emitter's premises.

Noise Levels. It shall be unlawful for any person to emit
or cause to be emitted any noise beyond the property lines
of'his/her premises in excess of the following noise levels:

Zone in Which Noise , _
Emitted is Located Zone in Which Noise Receptor is Located

. Resgidential ' Residential
Industrial Business (day-time hours) (night-time hours)
Industrial 70 dbA b6 dbA 671 dbA 51 dbA
" Business 62 dbA 62 dbA 55 dbA L5 dbA
Residential

62 dbA 55 dbA 55 dbA L5 dbA




Section VI.-

(a)

(c)

High Background Noise Levels and Tmpulse Noise.

Tn those individual cases where the background noise levels
caused by sources not subject to this Chapter exceed the
standards contained herein, a source shall be considered to
cause excesgive noise if the noise emitted by such source
exceeds the background noise levels by 5 dbA, provided that
no source subject to the provisions of this Chapter shall
emit noise in excess of 80 dbA at any time, and provided
that this section does not decrease the permissable levels
of other Sections of this Chapter. ’

No person shall cause or allow the emission of impulse noise
in excess of 80 db peak sound pressures level during night-
time hours to any residential =zone. ‘

- No person shall cause or allow the emigsion of impulse noise

- in excess of 100 db peak sound pressure level at any time
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to any zone.

Exclusions. This Chapter shall not apply to noise emitted
by or related to: ' )

natural phenomena ' _ »
Any bell or chime from any building clock, school, or church

Any siren, whistle or bell lawfully used by emergency ve-
hicles or any other alarm systems used in an emergency
situation. : : ' -

a public emergency sound signal

warning devices required by OSHA or other State or Federal
safety regulations : : N

farming equipment or farming activity
an emergency
snow removal equipment

Exemptions. The following shall be exempt from this Chapter
subject to special conditions as specified:

Noise generated by any construction equipment which is oper-
ated during day-time hours, provided that the operation of
construction equipment during night-time hours shall not
exceed the maximum noise levels as specified in Sections

V & VI. ’ '

Noise from domestic power eQuipment operated during day-
time hours. :

Noise from demolition work conducted during day-time hours,
provided that when considered emergency work, demolition
shall be. exempted at all times from the noise levels set in
this Chapter. _

Noise created by any aircraft flight operations which are
specifically pre-empted by the Federal Aviation Administra-
tion. ! : :
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Seciion IX.
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‘~Section X.

Noise created by any recreational activities which are
permitted by law and for which a license or permit has -
been granted by the Town, including, but not limited
to, parades, sporting events, concerts, and firework
displays. : ‘

Noise created by blasting other than that conducted

in connection with construction activities, shall be
.exempted provided that the blasting is conducted

between 8:00 am and 5:00 pm local time, at specified
hours previously announced to the local public, and
provided that a permit for such blasting has been ob-
tained from local authorities. '

Noise created by leaf, refuse and solid waste collection,
provided that the activity is conducted during day-time

- hours. : 4
- Noise created by fire or intrusion alarm shall, from

time of activation of the audible signal, emit noise
for a period of time not exceeding ten (10) minutes
when such alarm is attached to a vehicle, or thirty

(30) minutes when attached to any building or structure.

Public address systems used in election campaign activ-
ities. .
Prohibited Noise Activities. The following activities
are prohibited: - :

Motor Vehicle Noise. All motor vehicles operated within
the limits of the Town of Voluntown shall be subject to :
the noise standards and decibel levels set forth in the
regulations authorized in Section 14-80a of the Connec-
ticut General Statutes. . "

Motor Vehicle Sound Amplifying Devices. No sound ampli-

* fying devices on or within motor vehicles shall emit

noige in excess of the noise levels as specified in
Sections V & VI, ' ‘ |

Recreational Vehicle Noise. No person shall create or
cause to be created any unreasonably loud or disturbing
noise due to the operation of a recreatiocnal vehicle., A
noise shall be deemed to be unreasonably loud and a
violation of this ordinance when the noise so generated
exceeds the noise level standards set forth in Sections
V & VI.

Penalties. Any person in violation of any of the provi-
sions of this Chapter shall be deemed guilty of a misde-
meanor and upon conviction thereof shall be fined in an -
amount not to exceed Fifty Dollars ($50.00). Each day
such violation continues after the time for correction
of the violation given in an order shall constitute a
continuing violation and the amount of the fine shall

be doubled for each day said violation continues, said
fine not to exceed Four Hundred Dollars_(%AO0.00S per
day. ' »




Section XI.
(a)
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Section XTI,

Vaflances.

Any person living or doing bUSlDeSS in Voluntown may.
apply to the Selectmen for a variance from one or more
of the provisions of this Chapter which are more strin-
gent than the Connecticut Department of Environmental

Protection's regulations for the control of noise, pro-

vided that the applicant supplies all of the following
information to the First Selectman at least twenty (20)
days prior to the start of the act1V1ty for which the

variance is sought:

1. The location and nature of the activity,

2. The time perlod and hours of operation of sald acti-
vity,

3. The nature and JntenSLty of the noise that w111 be
generated, and.

No- variance from this Chapter-shall be granted unless
it has been demonstrated that:

1. The propooed activity will not violate any provi- .
- sions of the Connecticut Department of Env1ronmentaT
ProtooLJon regulations,

2. The noise levels generated by the proposed act1VLty
- will not constitute a danger to the public health,
and, ' ' ) '

~3. Compliance with this Chapter constitutes an unreason-

able hqrguhlp on the applicant.

The application for a variance shall be- rGV1ewed and
approved or rejected at least five (5) days prior to
the start of the proposed activity. Approval or rejection
shall be made in writing and shall state the condition(s)"

of approval, if any, or the requonéu) for rejection.

Feilure to rule on an application within the deSJgnated'
time shall constitute approval of the variance.

Severabhility. All provisions of the Zoning.Regulations

of the Town of Voluntown which are more stringent than
those set forth herein shall remain in force. If, for

~any reason, any word, clause, paragraph, or section of

this Chapter shall be held to make the same unconstitiw
tional or be superseded by any State law or regulations,
thig Chapter shall not thereby be invalidated and the
remainder of the Chapter shall continue in effect.

The above and foregoing ordinance of the Town of leuntown was adopted
at a duly warned meeting of the Town of Voluntown held on March 29, 1983
and shall be ef[ocljvu fifteen (15) days from the date of pub]xcatlon.

Wy fﬂw MM//M/%MO

Mdiy<ﬁrne Nlemlnen, Town Clerk




